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This report will be considered in public 
 

 
1. Summary  

 
1.1 The Assembly is asked to consider the motion which has been submitted by an Assembly Member. 
 

  

2. Recommendation  
 

2.1 That the Assembly considers the motions set out below. 

 

3. Issues for Consideration  
 
3.1 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Darren Johnson AM and will be seconded 

by Murad Qureshi AM: 

“The Assembly notes with concern that: 
 

 London’s air has the highest average concentration of harmful nitrogen dioxide of any European 
capital city;  

 The Mayor’s Air Quality Strategy relies on government delivering specific measures and funding to 
enable legal limits for nitrogen dioxide to be met in London by 2015; and 

 In June 2011 the government published, for consultation, plans to address nitrogen dioxide 
pollution. The plans reveal that London’s air quality may not comply with legal limits until 2025. 

 
This Assembly considers that it is unacceptable for Londoners to have to wait a further ten years for 
clean and healthy air. In the absence of sufficient urgent action at national level, the Assembly calls 
on the Mayor to update his air quality strategy to include faster and stronger action in London to 
ensure that the capital’s air meets legal standards for nitrogen dioxide by 2015, at the latest.” 

 

3.2 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Caroline Pidgeon AM and will be 

seconded by Valerie Shawcross AM: 

"This Assembly notes with concern the increasing prevalence of the theft of scrap metal and cabling 
which has caused major disruption to the rail network in recent weeks, both in London and 
nationwide.  
 
One recent incident caused severe disruption to Jubilee and Metropolitan line passengers, following 
the attempted theft of cabling from the tracks near Northwick Park.  According to the British 
Transport Police in 2010/11 there were 123 crimes reported of theft of live and redundant cable on 
the London Underground alone.  In the UK as a whole the estimated cost of cable theft from the 
railways has been estimated at £1billion by government. 

 



        

Given the serious impact on London's economy and to Londoners, this Assembly therefore calls on 
the Mayor of London and Chair of the London Assembly to jointly write to Government calling for 
the introduction of regulations on the buying of scrap metal including provisions to make it illegal to 
make cash payments for scrap metal.  The Assembly also calls for the introduction of legislation to 
protect the London and UK economy from the theft of scrap metal and cabling, with greater powers 
for the police and courts, including the investigation of suspicious activities and a greater 
enforcement of the proceeds of crime provisions." 

 

3.3 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Murad Qureshi AM and will be seconded 

at the meeting: 

“Energy bills are rising relentlessly and many Londoners are facing falls in their real income. As the 
coalition government demands the energy companies do better for the UK, this Assembly demands a 
better deal for London in particular. 

A recent investigation by the Assembly's Health and Public Services Committee heard that London 
has repeatedly lost out under national energy saving initiatives and that as housing costs take a 
heavier toll on Londoners than those in the rest of the UK, this has pushed a disproportionate 
number of Londoners into fuel poverty. 

We therefore call upon the Mayor to join with the Assembly in calling upon the six main UK energy 
suppliers to address this imbalance by fulfilling their CERT and CESP obligations equally across the 
UK and implement measures that ensure Londoners are no longer disproportionately in fuel 
poverty.” 

 

3.4 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Tony Arbour AM and will be seconded at 
the meeting: 

“The London Assembly notes that the Mayor’s decision to increase the number of uniformed police 
officers on public transport has led to a decrease in the number of crimes committed on transport.  
 
The London Assembly therefore believes that, given the fact that police in uniform offer Londoners 
great reassurance, the Mayor of London should promote a policy that requires police officers and 
Metropolitan Special Constables to wear their uniform to and from work, in exchange for their 
free travel." 
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